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Silky Sifaka

Propithecus candidus Grandidier, 1871
Madagascar

(2000, 2002, 2004, 2006)

Propithecus candidus is a large, white, rainforest sifaka
found only within a small section of northeastern Madagascar.
Surveys for these highly social diurnal indriids suggest that
they are patchily distributed and occur at low densities within

just a few protected areas: Marojejy National Park, Anjana-
haribe-Sud Special Reserve, and (very rarely) the Anjana-
haribe and Manandriana portions of Makira Protected Area
north of the Antainambalana River. They have been observed
primarily in undisturbed forest (except for the Betaolana Cor-
ridor) between 700 m and 1,875 m above sea level (Tattersall
1982; Duckworth et al. 1995; Schmid and Smolker 1998; Ster-
ling and McFadden 2000; Goodman et al. 2003; Rakotond-
ratsimba et al. 2007). The behavior and ecology of this species
is known mainly from a short study (Kelley and Mayor 2002)
and a 14.5-month study at Marojejy National Park (Patel et al.
2005; Patel 2005, 2006, 2007, submitted).

The silky sifaka’s diet is highly folivorous, including
mature and young leaves. They also eat fruit, flowers, seeds,
bark, soil, and roots. Silky sifakas are the flagship species of a
newly proposed World Heritage Site (Marojejy National Park)
and are the species that most tourists come to view. Their social
structure appears variable (pair-living and polygynandrous),
with group sizes ranging from 2 to 9 individuals. Home ranges
can exceed 40 ha (Patel 2006). They inhabit several types of
elevation-specific habitats including primary montane rainfor-
est, sclerophyllous forest, and even low ericoid bush at their
highest elevations (Goodman 2000). Their primary conserva-
tion threat appears to be hunting (Patel ez al. 2005). Habitat dis-
turbance, such as slash-and-burn agriculture (‘tavy’), logging
of precious woods (for example, rosewood) and fuel-wood,
also occurs within and adjacent to the protected areas where
they are found (Patel submitted). The remaining population
may be as low as a few hundred individuals and is unlikely to
be larger than a few thousand (Mittermeier et al. 2006).
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